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China announces new holiday to mark 
‗Taiwan‘s restoration‘ 

        ‗                   ‘                  

     ई                  

 China has announced a new holiday called the 
Commemoration Day of Taiwan‘s 
Restoration, as part of its claims over the 
self-ruled island. 

         -                                

         "                           

    "      ए   ई                      

 The standing committee of its 
rubber-stamp legislature, the National People‘s Congress, 
said the new holiday will mark October 25, the day in 1945 
when Taiwan, then a Japanese colony, was handed over to 
an official of the then-Republic of China. 

 उ       -            ,                                

          य   ई      25             ई   ए  , व       ब 

1945           उ   व                 उ    य        

                              य      

 “Establishing Taiwan Restoration Day and holding 
commemorative activities at the national level will help 
highlight the indisputable historical fact that Taiwan is an 
inalienable part of China,” said Shen Chunyao, director of 
the Legislative Affairs Commission of the NPC Standing 
Committee.  

 “                                 औ       य       

    य     व  य    य          इ                      

उ                                                   ,”     

                 ,                                      

                                    

 The Republic of China was ruled by the 
Kuomintang Party, which later fled to the island of Taiwan 
from China in 1949 after losing in a civil war to the 
Communist Party. 

                                        ,    1949    

                                  ब                       

            ई     

 The Communists then established the People‘s 
Republic of China in 1949. 

 इ    ब               1949                                  

 The Kuomintang Party ruled over Taiwan after the civil war, and remains one of two 
major parties today. 

                                                     , औ        य                         

ए      
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 October 25 is already marked in Taiwan as a national holiday, under the name of Taiwan‘s 
Retrocession Day. 

 25                                                  "                    "           

   य           

 Retrocession refers to giving a territory back to a country or government. 

                                                                     

 China routinely states that Taiwan independence is a “dead end” and that annexation by 
Beijing is a historical inevitability. 

       य          य                              ए  “       ”    औ                     

ए                         

 

 

 

Children‘s fiction to get its first 
Booker Prize debut in 2027 

              2027              

                            

 The Booker Prize 
Foundation announced Friday that 
it is setting up the Children‘s 
Booker Prize alongside its existing 
awards for English-language and 
translated fiction. 

                                            

   व              औ                        

                                             

           

 Like its sister prizes, the children‟s 
award comes with a 50,000-pound ($67,000) 
purse. 

                             ,            

      50,000       (67,000     )               

 The prize will open for submissions 
early next year, and the inaugural award will 
be handed out in 2027, with the winner picked 
by a jury of children and adults led by writer 
Frank Cottrell-Boyce, Britain‘s current 
children‘s laureate. 

 य                                          

          , औ  इ                2027    

          ,        व         य           

      -     (                             

                )                  औ           

            य    ए    

 Mr. Cottrell-Boyce, whose books 
include the Carnegie Medal-winning 
―Millions,‖ said he was “buzzing” about the 
prospect.  
          -    ,                            

       ―Millions‖         ,           व  इ      व           “उ     ”     

 “It‟s going to be — as they say — absolute scenes in there. Let the yelling commence,” he 
said. 

 उ         , “य  —         व          —  ब                       ए                    ” 
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 Funded by the arts, environment, and education charity AKO Foundation, the new award 
will be open to fiction from any country aimed at children aged 8 to 12, either written in 
English or translated, and published in the U.K. or Ireland. 

    ,         औ                                  व       य   य         8    12        

                                                  ए           ,    य                        

               , औ    .  .                            

 Booker Prize Foundation Chief Executive Gaby Wood said the prize aimed to inspire more 
young people to read and be “a seed from which we hope future generations of lifelong 
readers will grow.” 

                                                         इ            उ         य व  

                   ए               औ  य  “ए      ब   ब                                व  

            व      य    व           ” 

 The original Booker Prize was founded in 1969 and has established a reputation for 
transforming writers‘ careers. 

                          1969     ई    औ  इ                                      

             

 Its winners have included Salman Rushdie, Margaret Atwood, Ian McEwan, Arundhati 
Roy, and Hilary Mantel. 

 इ     व                    ,              ,             ,            औ              

          

 The International Booker Prize was established in 2005 as a lifetime achievement award. 

                                 2005    ए                                  ई     

 Since 2016, it has gone to a single work of translated fiction, with the prize money split 
between author and translator. 

 2016   , य         ए                            य         ,                        

औ                                

 Past winners include Nobel literature laureates Olga Tokarczuk of Poland and Han Kang 
of South Korea. 

   व   व                                                          औ                 

                   

 
 
 
 
 
 

GS Paper 1: History, Society and Geography 
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Prime Minister will lead parade on 150th birth anniversary of Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

                     ई         150                     

            

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will lead the Rashtriya Ekta 
Diwas parade near Kevadia in Gujarat on October 31 to 
commemorate the 150th birth anniversary of Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel, the first Deputy Prime Minister and Home 
Minister of the country. 

                                             31                     ई         150    

                 ए                                     ,                            औ      

         

 Built around the theme of ‗Unity in Diversity‘, the event will be held at Ekta Nagar, nestled 
between the Satpura and Vindhyachal mountain ranges in Gujarat where Sardar Patel‘s 
Statue of Unity was inaugurated in 2018, Border Security Force Director-General Daljit 
Singh Chaudhary said on Friday. 

 ‗               ‘                  य    य                           य       य    ए  , 

          औ                           ब         ,      2018                       ऑ  
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          उ         य   य    , य                                                         

   व          

 Unlike previous years when the parade was static, this year it will be a moving parade and 
will include tableaux from different States. The D-G added that the guard of honour would 
be given by women police personnel. 

       व       व      ब                 , इ  व   य  ए                   औ  इ          

                                 -                   ऑ  ऑ                             य  

  ए    

 A government official said that the Chief Ministers of all States have been invited for the 
programme, while the public can attend by registering online. 

 ए                    ब  य       य         ए                                     य   य    , 

 ब        ऑ                                     

Showcasing unity 

               

 The D-G said that the annual celebrations of the Rashtriya Ekta Diwas on October 31 
reminds the country of the pivotal role that Sardar Patel played in the formation of an 
independent India and uniting 562 princely states. October 31 is also the death 
anniversary of former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi. 

   -             31                                                य                      

                      ठ  औ  562                                                    ई  

31                                                    

 “This year, the parade will feature five Shaurya Chakra awardees from the Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF) and 16 Gallantry Medal winners from the Border Security Force 
(BSF). The CRPF personnel participated in anti-Naxal operations in Jharkhand and 
counter-terror operations in Jammu & Kashmir and the BSF personnel who will be part of 
the parade were part of Operation Sindoor on the western border,” Mr. Chaudhary said. 

 “इ  व                                (        )                               औ       

         (      )    16                                                               

                    औ     -                                         य     औ  

              ,                      ,               ऑ                        ,”             

     

 Alongside the parade, a cultural programme organised by the Union Ministry of Culture 
will showcase 900 artists performing India‘s classical dances. “The parade will showcase 
the theme of how our country, despite having so many languages and different cultures, 
stands united,” the D-G said. 

            -   ,                                                       900        

                              “     य      ए               ,             औ        

             ब व   ,                  ,”   -           

 “This year‟s parade will also feature a marching contingent comprising exclusively Indian 
breed dogs of the BSF. Indigenous dog breeds — Rampur hounds and Mudhol hounds 
— will demonstrate their skills. These breeds have made significant contributions as force 
multipliers during BSF operations and around 150 dogs are currently deployed for 
patrolling along the Pakistan and Bangladesh borders,” the D-G said. 

 “इ  व                                                                             

                   —              औ              —                             इ  

                                                                        य     औ  

व              150              औ                                          ,”   -      
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Gyan Bharatam Mission to ink pact with institutes 

                                            

 It is a flagship initiative of the Culture Ministry for identifying, 
digitising, preserving, and promoting India‘s manuscripts; 
the institutes will be categorised as cluster centres and 
independent centres. 

 य                                                               ,           ,       

औ            ए   ;                      औ                      व        य    ए    

 The Gyan Bharatam Mission on manuscripts, under the Union Culture Ministry, will on 
Saturday sign Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) with around 20 institutes across 
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the country for conservation, upkeep, and digitisation of manuscripts. 

                                            व                     20                

                     ,        औ                  ए             (     )          

       

 While the 20 institutes will sign the MoUs on Saturday, 30 more will do so over the next few 
days, a senior official of the Union Culture Ministry told The Hindu. Some of these 
institutes are Asiatic Society Kolkata, University of Kashmir, Srinagar, Hindi Sahitya 
Sammelan, Prayagraj, and Government Oriental Manuscript Library, Chennai. 

      20          व      ए  य                , व                      30 औ            

     , य                                                                 इ             

                ,        ,               ,      ,                  ,        , 

औ                                ,    ई           

 Gyan Bharatam is a flagship initiative of the Ministry of Culture for identifying, 
documenting, conserving, digitising, preserving, and promoting India‘s vast 
manuscript heritage. 

                                                                                 , 

          ,      ,           ,       औ            ए     

 It was announced during the Union Budget this year. 

 इ                                                   

 The mission‟s mandate is to preserve and establish a dedicated digital platform — known 
as the National Digital Repository (NDR) — to share India‘s manuscript heritage 
worldwide. 

         उ                            (      )      ए                           

      औ                                                                           

 The institutions set to sign MoUs have been categorised into cluster centres and 
independent centres. 

 ए  य                व                         औ                व        य   य      

 In the case of a cluster centre, the institution shall be responsible for executing all 
manuscript-related activities of its own centre, as well as those of its designated cluster 
partner centres, which shall not exceed 20. In the case of the independent centres, the 
institution shall be responsible for executing all manuscript-related activities pertaining 
solely to its own collection. 

                    ,                            -                            -         

                           (   20                   )        व  य                  ए         

                            ,                                                -       

                          ए               

 Gyan Bharatam shall provide the overarching framework, guidance, monitoring, and 
support for the execution of activities under this partnership. In addition, it shall also provide 
funding, necessary equipment, and budgetary allocations to the designated Centres, 
subject to approval of work plans, milestones, and quality verification. 

           इ                      व  य                  ए             ,         ,         औ  

                  इ       व , य            ,            औ                         

                                   ,            औ                             

 The various activities to be provided by the institutes with GB‟s support have been 
categorised into survey and cataloguing, conservation and capacity building, 
technology and digitisation, linguistics and translation, research, publication, and 
outreach. 

                                                 व     व        व  य            औ         , 

      औ             ,          औ            ,           औ        ,         , 

      औ             व        य   य      

 The centres have also been asked to constitute a dedicated Gyan Bharatam Cell 
experienced in each vertical, in the spirit of voluntary service, to represent the Centre with 
sincerity, while also serving as a vital channel of communication to foster collaboration and 
ensure smooth coordination. 

          य          य        व                                                       ,    
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                              ई                       ,                            औ  

                                                                य       

Funds in instalments 

                 

 As far as finances are concerned, funds shall be released in phased instalments in 
accordance with the implementation schedule and milestones outlined in the approved 
work plan. 

  व       ब     ,                                                      औ         

                                                

 The first instalment (70%) shall be disbursed upon the annual budget, the second (30%) 
instalment shall be released only upon submission of progress reports, detailed financial 
report, submission of utilisation certificates (UCs) and other important documents. 

          (70%)                             ए  ,  ब             (30%)   व       

      ,                   ,              (    ) औ      व      व                    

              ए    
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Respect the health rights of India‘s children 

                                         

Deaths of 25 Children Linked to Contaminated Cough Syrup 

                            25             

 The deaths of 25 children linked to contaminated cough syrup has shocked the 
conscience of the nation. 

                            25                                                    

 In a news cycle that often highlights „man bites dog‟ sensationalism, the general public is 
largely aware of two things: that 25 children died, and that a paediatrician in Madhya 
Pradesh who defiantly prescribed the syrup to the children is said to have received a 
commission of ₹2.54 per bottle; thus, the cost of each of those young lives was ₹2.54. 

             „                     ‟                ब       ब  ,               ब           — 

   25              ई, औ             ए                       य   व  ब              , उ   

    ब    ₹2.54           ; य                          ₹2.54     

 That all this happened despite the Union Health Ministry having banned certain cough 
syrup formulations for children under the age of four years — as recently as April 2025 — 
citing the risk of contamination, is shocking. 

 य   ब  ब     ब                                                   ए              

              2025              य    , य        ए    उ                          — य  

                      

 There has also been much discussion on responsibility — which agency failed in its duty to 
monitor and prevent the distribution of the syrup. 

 इ                   ई                         —        ए             औ            

          

 The regulatory agencies in India responsible include the Central Drugs Standard Control 
Organisation (CDSCO) under the Directorate General of Health Services, Ministry of 
Health and Family Welfare, Government of India, which handles large manufacturers of 
drugs and export approvals, and State drug control officers who handle small- and 
medium-scale manufacturers, including sale and distribution of drugs. 

                                          औ                   ठ  (CDSCO)         ,    

                               य          औ                   औ                      

               ,  ब       औ                        औ                     ,  व       

     औ             य              

Where the Focus Needs to Be 

                                  

 Rather than apportion blame, it would be wise to allow the law to take its course. 

                  ब  य,                                            

 The focus must be on the regulatory framework behind the distribution of paediatric 
medicines in India, and the challenges India faces in ensuring the protection guaranteed 
to children under Article 39(f) of the Constitution, which is also a Directive Principle of 
State Policy (DPSP). 

                                                       औ                    39( )    

ब         ए  ए                                        व                          ए,    ए      

                      (DPSP)        

 Children under 18 years make up 39% of India‘s population. 

 18                                        39%     

 There are about 13 laws and policies specifically designed to protect children, from the 
National Policy for Children 1974 to the India Newborn Action Plan 2014. 
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 ब                                             13       औ            ,                  

     1974                               2014           

 There are also about 10 legislations with special provisions for children, such as the Pre-
Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques Act (PCPNDT) and the Aadhaar Act 
(Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, Benefits and Services). 

 इ          , ब         ए  व      व      व         10            ,             -        औ  

                            (PCPNDT)                   

 While these are critical interventions, they focus more on child labour laws and sexual 
exploitation prevention, but pharmacovigilance — i.e., the monitoring of paediatric 
drugs — lacks sufficient oversight and infrastructure. 

 य                      ,       य                           औ                        

        ,  ब                               (Pharmacovigilance)                         

औ              व     

Therapeutic Orphans and Drug Safety for Children 

                औ                    

 In a similar context, Dr. Harry Shirkey called children “therapeutic orphans”. 

 इ           ,   .              ब       “               (Therapeutic Orphans)”      

 Children are not small adults. Their pharmacodynamic responses differ vastly from adults 
due to different physiologies. 

                         उ                   (pharmacodynamic response) वय       

ब              ,       उ                                  

 Clinical trials are mostly conducted on adults, and rarely on children, causing a lack of 
paediatric dosage guidelines. 

                                ए        , औ                     ,                

                                  

 Often, dosage and administration for children are extrapolated from adults, leading to 
overdosage and serious side effects. 

                         औ                                                     ,       

          (      ) औ                         ब           

 Thus, special development strategies for paediatric drugs are crucial for public health 
care. 

 इ   ए,                                                                      ए 

      व       

Global Frameworks and India‘s Gap 

             औ              

 Overseas, EU regulates paediatric drugs under the Paediatric Use Marketing Authorisation 
(PUMA), and the U.S. under the Best Pharmaceuticals for Children Act (BPCA). 

  व        ,             (EU)    य  Paediatric Use Marketing Authorisation (PUMA)           

औ                    (U.S.)    Best Pharmaceuticals for Children Act (BPCA)        

  य              

 Such legislations also incentivise research into paediatric medicines. 

                                                              

 India, however, lacks a specific law or policy and functions only on general guidelines. 

               इ      ए   ई                             औ  य    व                       

           

 Since children depend entirely on parents or guardians for their health needs, the 
government must frame clear guidelines. 

       ब                          ए              -                                  , 

इ   ए                                         
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Need for Affordable Health Care 

                           

 Health-related financial burdens push impoverished families deeper into poverty, making 
it essential that children‘s pharmaceutical needs remain affordable. 

                         ब    व        औ                            , इ   ए य   व   

                                      औ            

The Essential Medicine Concept 

                     

 Therefore, the introduction of the essential medicine concept in the health-care sector 
contributes significantly to the greater availability and affordability of life-saving 
medicines. 

 इ   ए,                                                                     

औ                       ब  य      

 Essential medicines are those which satisfy the priority health-care needs of the 
population, are intended to be available in all health-care systems, and are of quality and 
affordable. 

            व                                                     ,          

                उ       य           ए औ                               

 Several years ago, the World Health Organization (WHO) introduced an Essential 
Medicine List for Children (EMLc). 

  ई व       ,            ठ  (WHO)                                   (EMLc)        

    

 This list is used by policy makers to update their own national EMLc lists. 

 इ          उ य                                    EMLc                        ए   य       

    

 Although Essential Medicine Lists (EML) for adults are revised periodically, the EMLc for 
children is not updated regularly, which requires immediate attention of policymakers. 

                                         (EML)   य-  य                      ,       

        EMLc                                         ,                          

               

Safe Practices in Distribution of Children‘s Pharmaceuticals 

                                        

 Other basic safe practices in the distribution of children‟s pharmaceuticals include constant 
education for care-givers and pharmacists, and making it mandatory to read labels, 
dispense correct dosage, and watch for side-effects, especially for over-the-counter 
(OTC) medication. 

 ब        व        व                                                   औ                

                 ,                        ,              , औ                       

        ,  व         - -       (OTC)  व         ए  

 Regulation of OTC medication for children, especially for cough, cold, and fever, is an 
important public health concern. 

 ब         ए      ,       औ              - -                      ए          

                       

 The use of OTC medicines varies in rural and urban areas, but is more common in urban 
settings. 

 OTC                      औ                           ,                             

          

 Public health-care outlets must have clear guidelines for dispensing medicines to 
children, and a zero tolerance policy must be adopted against substitute or substandard 
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medicines. 

                                                                     ए, औ          

                                           ई          ए  

 In the case of teenagers, attention must also be given to prevent the misuse of drugs. 

                    ,                                           व       

WHO Warnings and India‘s Responsibility 

                      औ                   

 Over the last three years, WHO has issued several warnings regarding contaminated 
cough syrup. 

                                                      ब       ई                        

 Some of these warnings were related to cough syrups manufactured in India. 

 इ               व  य                                   ब          

 Children have died in countries like The Gambia, Uzbekistan, Indonesia, and Cameroon 
due to such contaminated syrups. 

       ,          ,            औ                                                        ई 

    

 India has emerged as the pharmacy to the Global South, exporting a large volume of 
cough syrups, but this comes with a responsibility to ensure the safety of exported 
medicines. 

                                        उ      ,                                              

       ,       इ                                                                

Need for India-Specific Data and Research 

     -             औ                     

 India‟s health policy on paediatric medicines should not rely only on foreign data. 

                                                   व                               

         ए  

 India‟s genetic profile is unique, and hence research must be based on Indian data. 

                         (genetic profile)      य   , इ   ए                          

                          ए  

 Data on children‘s medicines must not be extrapolated from adult data, as this can lead 
to unsafe dosage and adverse effects. 

                                                                             ,       इ    

              औ                            

 India owes a fiduciary duty to protect children by framing an evidence-based health policy. 

         य              (fiduciary duty)       व     -                ब     ब       

         

 Policymakers must consider environmental factors such as how malnutrition can 
exacerbate cough syrup toxicity in children. 

                                          व             ए,                                   

                                  

Off-label and Unlicensed Medicines 

 ऑ -     औ                

 Adult medicines modified for use in children are considered off-label and unlicensed, and 
should not be used at all as they are contraindicated by formulation, age, and indicators. 

                                                     ऑ -     औ                    

  , औ  इ                                   ,       य        ,     औ                    

      (contraindicated)     
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Urgent Need for Monitoring and Awareness 

         औ                         

 Monitoring safe medicine use in children is of utmost importance. 

 ब                                                      

 The use of medicines not proven safe for children violates the rights of voiceless 
children. 

                                    उ                          

 India urgently needs a robust and holistic infrastructure to monitor and promote 
awareness about medicine safety for children. 

                       औ                व       ,                           

        औ             ब  य          
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Japan‘s new PM commits to higher defence spend, ties with India, Quad 

           ई                         ,      औ                            

           ई 

Takaichi said she ‗looks forward‘ to promoting the Japan-India Strategic and Global 
Partnership; ‗in order to promote the main pillar of Tokyo‘s diplomacy, a Free and 
Open Indo-Pacific, India is a crucial partner,‘ says an Assistant Minister 

                           -             औ                                  ‗      

         ‘; ‗                          ,         औ           -                         

                              ,‘                       

 In a dramatic announcement three days after she was sworn in, Japanese Prime Minister 
Sanae Takaichi said her government will ensure that Japan‟s defence spending would 
increase to 2% of its GDP by March 2026, two years ahead of schedule, even as she 
pledged support for “security partnerships” like the Quad, which includes India. 

                    ब   ए       य         ,                                          उ    

      य                                         2026                   2%    ब  
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  ए  ,               य                  ,        उ                                              

  ए          व      य   

 Ms. Takaichi, who said the government‟s first priority is to tackle inflation and boost fiscal 
spending, was addressing the Japanese Parliament (Diet) in an inaugural speech about her 
agenda in office. 

             ,                                                          औ           

            ,        य        ए                    (    )    उ                        

 Ms. Takaichi, the country‟s first woman Prime Minister, also responded on Friday to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi‘s congratulatory message on her appointment, saying she “looks 
forward” to promoting the Japan-India Special Strategic and Global Partnership. 

             ,                                 ,       व             य                     

        ब  ई           व ब       ए        व       -                   औ                 

                 ―                ‖ 

 “The free, open, and stable international order with which we have become familiar is 
being significantly shaken by historical shifts in the balance of power and intensifying 
geopolitical competition,” Ms. Takaichi said, citing Russia, China, and North Korea as 
“serious concerns” and promising to deepen Japan‟s “multilateral security consultations” 
involving the U.S., South Korea, the Philippines, Australia, and the Quad. 

 “व     ,      औ                                        ,                        

   व      औ  ब      -                                          ई   ,”                    , 

  ,     औ                “             ”          उ            ए औ         ,      

      ,         , ऑ        औ                     ए          “                   ”    

             व      य   

 In an interview to The Hindu, Assistant Minister Toshihiro Kitamura said India was a 
“unique” country for its leadership of the Global South, and that Ms. Takaichi was 
committed to following former PM Shinzo Abe‘s lead on the Indo-Pacific. 

              ए ए            ,                                                        

                          ए ए  “     य”       , औ                                          

    -                                 ए    ब      

Crucial partner 

                 

 “In order to promote the main pillar of Japanese diplomacy, a Free and Open Indo-Pacific, 
India is a crucial partner. Prime Minister Takaichi is fully committed to promote further 
cooperation with India,” Mr. Kitamura said. 

 “                         , ए       औ           -           ब  व            ए,         

                                                       य      ब  व            ए          

   ब    ,”                     

 In the parliament speech, Ms. Takaichi also ordered a review of Japan‘s National 
Security, Strategic and Defence plans that included the commitment on raising defence 
expenditure. 

                ,                                      ,         औ                 

                य ,            य ब           ब              

 Japan‟s GDP last year was about $4 trillion (591 trillion Yen), and according to the National 
Security Strategy (2022), defence spending was due to reach 11 trillion Yen (2%) only by 
the end of FY 2027. 

       व                        $4         (591            )   , औ                      

(2022)          ,           व            2027           11             (2%)           व    

    

 The announcement on defence spending and the Indo-Pacific is significant as it comes a 
day before Ms. Takaichi leaves for Malaysia where she will meet ASEAN counterparts on 
October 26, and then will return to prepare for U.S. President Donald Trump‘s visit to 
Japan beginning October 27. 

         औ      -           य                         य                           व    
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        ए            ई,      व  26                                          , औ      27 

                                                       य         ए         

 Ms. Takaichi promised to elevate the Japan-U.S. relationship to “even greater heights”. 

                      -                   औ                         व      य   

 It remains to be seen whether Ms. Takaichi will also raise the Quad and scheduling the 
Summit due to be held in India later this year, which has been stalled due to India-U.S. 
trade tensions. 

 य        ब                              औ  इ  व                                      

                                 ,        -                                        

 Ms. Takaichi called Japan‘s population decline its “biggest problem”, and struck a sharp 
note on immigration, suggesting controls on foreign nationals working in the country, 
including restrictions on land acquisition by them. 

                                              इ    “             ”    , औ       

                 ए                 व                              औ  उ              

                          व   य   

 Ms. Takaichi gave the parliament address after appointing her Cabinet, which includes 
several faces familiar to New Delhi. 

                                य           ब             ब       य ,        ई         

        ई                 

 Foreign Minister Toshimitsu Motegi was a minister in the Shinzo Abe cabinet (2017–19), 
while Internal Minister Yoshimasa Hayashi was the Foreign Minister (2021–23) under 
former PM Fumio Kishida, and travelled to Delhi for the G20 and Quad Foreign 
Minister‘s meeting. 

                                              (2017–19)           ,  ब               

                                                               (2021–23)   , औ  G20     

                       ठ       ए       ए     

 Meanwhile, 44-year-old Defence Minister Shinjiro Koizumi is the son of former Japanese 
PM Junichiro Koizumi, who travelled to India in 2005 to reset ties, set off strategic talks, 
and launched the practice of annual summits with PM Manmohan Singh. 

 इ   ब  , 44                                                                              , 

        2005                                                             ,                 

                  , औ                                                            
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Trouble in ‗soy State‘ 

‗       ‘            

Arvind Singh Rathore and Soybean Farming 
Challenges  

             ठ   औ                            

 Arvind Singh Rathore was born in 1989, the year before his 
grandfather, (late) Thakur Datar Singh Rathore, and father, Thakur Santosh Singh 
Rathore, began cultivating soybean on their ancestral farmland in Muradpura, a village on 
the outskirts of Indore, Madhya Pradesh. 

              ठ         1989         , ए           उ         ( . ठ                  ठ  ) 

औ       ठ                  ठ                                                ,         ,    

        ब     इ                     व        

 The oilseed was quite new to farmers in this area, even though others in the State had been 
sowing it since the late 1970s and early 1980s. 

 इ                 इ                      ए  ई   ,  ब                      इ   1970        

       औ  1980                    ब य             

 Arvind grew up helping his family earn a living growing soybeans. 

   व           व                            व                      ए ब    ए  

 For about 15 years, he has been managing 25 acres of soybean land with the help of his 
father.  

      15        व                      25       य ब               ब               

 The young farmer, also a district leader of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh-supported 
Bharatiya Kisan Sangh, now wants to leave agriculture for another job in a different sector. 

 य  य व       ,                                                                 ,  ब      

                                          

 He cites reasons including climate change and the Union Government‘s import-export 
policies. 

 इ                             औ                   -                         

 This season, soybean yield is very low: 2 to 2.5 quintals per acre, compared to over 4 
quintals in his grandfather‟s and father‟s time. 

 इ                        ब        :     ए   2    2.5      ,  ब   उ         औ          

  य य  4                   

 Price is almost ₹1,000 lower than 15 years ago, and there are no alternative crops since 
maize is eaten by nilgai (Boselaphus tragocamelus). 

      15                           ₹1,000      , औ    ई                             

          (Boselaphus tragocamelus)               

 Arvind is concerned about the import of soybean from the U.S., as it could worsen the 
crisis. 

   व                                               ,       इ         औ  ब           

MSP Issue 

                 (MSP)         

 Farmers face issues with proper implementation of MSP and government procurement in 
local markets. 

                य ब          MSP औ                          य   य         ए      

 For the kharif season, the government announced ₹5,328 per quintal as MSP for soybean. 

 इ                 ए            य ब      MSP ₹5,328                   य   

 In Chhawani grain market, Indore, farmers are selling at ₹3,000 per quintal, well below 
MSP. 

                 ,                इ   MSP      , ₹3,000              ब           
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 Arvind says soybean cultivation gives huge losses, and reality contradicts government 
claims of doubling farmer income. 

   व                                                    , औ  व   व                        

                    व      व         

 Union Government, on October 6, 2025, stated overall oilseed sowing area decreased by 
10.62 lakh hectares, with soybean down by 9.1 lakh hectares. 

              6       2025                                    10.62               

 य ,               9.1                   

 Madhya Pradesh produces over 40% of India‘s soybean, harvesting about 52 LMT from 53 
lakh hectares. 

                 40%                 उ       , औ       53               52     

          (LMT)                     

 Dilip Singh, cultivating soybean since 1997, says farmers do not recover input costs, 
explaining decline in cultivation. 

           ,    1997      य ब                    ,                                           

    , य               व              

 Farmers previously cultivated coarse cereals, millets, pulses, but switched to soybean to 
ensure self-reliance in edible oil and meet protein needs. 

                ,      ,      उ       ,                     औ                          

     ए   य ब               

 Dilip regrets the shift: earlier, ₹4,200–4,500 per quintal; now ₹3,300–3,500, even good 
quality at ₹4,000. 

          ब   व          :     , ₹4,200–4,500          ;  ब ₹3,300–3,500,        व      

   ₹4,000  

 Both Arvind and Dilip consider Bhavantar Bhugtan Yojana ineffective. 

   व   औ                                        व              

 Input cost per acre: ₹8,000–₹10,000; harvest machine: ₹2,500–₹3,000 per acre. 

     ए   इ         : ₹8,000–₹10,000;   व       : ₹2,500–₹3,000          

 Arvind calls the scheme a fraud, as model price and average price differ; the government 
says one thing but does another. 

   व   इ                  ,                औ  औ             ;                   औ  

             

The Threat of Soybean Imports 

                      

 Sher Singh Thakur, a farmer, said the government should stop any plan to import soybean. 

                ठ                                                य                  ए  

 Officials should promote value addition and help farmers first; every farmer is facing losses. 

        य                    ब  व           ए औ                               ए;          

                   

 Farmers depend on loans for input costs; 70% of them rely on loans. 

            इ               ए ऋ              ; 70%       ऋ               

 D.N. Pathak, Executive Director of Soybean Processors Association of India (SOPA), has 
seen both growth and crisis in the soybean sector. 

 D.N.   ठ ,                          ऑ         (SOPA)      य            ,      य ब   

        व    औ                      

 Soybean in India is primarily a protein crop, not an oilseed; only 18–19% is used for oil. 

           य ब                     ,    ब       ;   व  18–19%     ब        उ य            

 Productivity is low, unchanged for 30–40 years; industry and government need to work to 
improve it. 

              ,       30–40             ब  ; इ                ए उ    औ                    

    ए  

 Talks of soybean imports are driven by an import lobby with vested interests. 

                 ब                                      
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 Importing U.S. soybean would destroy industry and harm farmers; 180 plants for oil 
extraction and meal production could close down. 

              य ब    य                          औ                        ;             

औ               180                      

 Total investment in the sector: ₹6–7 billion; banks would have to write off loans. 

 इ               व  : ₹6–7    ; ब        ऋ                  

 U.S. soybean price: $380/tonne, Indian soybean: $620/tonne; local farmers cannot 
compete. 

              य ब          : $380/  ,           य ब  : $620/  ;     य                    

         

 Kedar Sirohi, member of Samyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM) and president of Congress farmer 
cell, Madhya Pradesh, says the State‟s economy depends on soybean. 

             ,                   (SKM)        औ                  ,               , 

                      व                        

 Production is decreasing due to substandard seeds; this year sowing was done on 52–53 
lakh hectares, but low yield expected on at least 30 lakh hectares. 

 उ              ,                         ; इ  व   52–53               ब व ई  ई,          

      30                             उ        

 Farmers likely to get 2 -- 2.5 quintals per acre; total State production 20 LMT less, from 52–
55 LMT average. 

                ए   2–2.5              व                व  ;            उ     20 LMT   , 

औ   52–55 LMT     

 Current market prices 35–40% less than MSP; soybean is the lifeline for Madhya Pradesh 
farmers. 

 व      ब           MSP    35–40%   ;   य ब                           ए              

 Yield improvement and proper price support would help farmers; currently, they lack tools for 
price mitigation. 

     व            औ  उ                                  ; व         उ                     

              

 Industries are in crisis, which is affecting farmers; other countries provide heavy subsidies, 
but here both sectors receive none. 

 उ              ,          व                     ;                          ,       य          

           ई                   

The Advent of Soybean in the State 

                        

 In the 1980s, Madhya Pradesh first tried black soybean. 

 1980          ,                 ब                    य     य   

 The present variety, yellow soybean, reached farms by the first decade of 2000. 

 व         ,             , 2000                                

 Earlier, cooperative societies used to procure soybean till the end of 1990s; production was 
good. 

     ,                   य ब                   , 1990          ; उ                

 Kedar said, “M.P. 's farmers stood on their legs with soybean farming. Losses began in the 
last 10–15 years. The biggest issue was seeds; low quality seeds decreased production. 
Companies offered fertilizers and pesticides to enhance production, but it did not work.” 

             , “                   य ब                ए           व        10–15            

 ए   ब   ब              ;        व   व    ब      उ               य      उ     ब          ए 

      औ                ए,       य            य  ” 

 Seeds are coming from market to land, not lab to land. 

 ब                      , ब                              

 On the Bhavantar scheme, he said, “It is a copy-paste exercise of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture‘s price loss coverage; no transparency in fixing model price.” 
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                 उ         , “य                                              -    

        ;           य           ई                   ” 

 The Samyukt Kisan Morcha (SKM), an umbrella organisation of many farmer outfits, 
opposes State and Union Government policies, particularly in the soybean sector. 

  ई                                             (SKM),     औ                          

 व           ,  व                      

 SKM has backing of farmers like Arvind, linked to BJP, raising issues like suicides by 
soybean farmers. 

 SKM                                       ,    BJP           , औ          उ        उ            

                           

 One major campaign is against possible import of soybean and soybean meal from the 
U.S. 

 उ    ए  ब      य                              औ                                

 SKM cites lack of transparency in discussions and reluctance of governments to declare 
agriculture and agri markets are not part of negotiations. 

 SKM                               औ                  औ                          व        

ब    ब                        इ       य   

 Points to agreements between India–UK and I2U2 on integrated agricultural facilities 
across India. 

 उ           औ           I2U2    ब                                         इ       य   

 SKM demanded the Centre scrap all trade negotiations impacting farmers; SOPA sent a 
letter highlighting that domestic soybean meal stocks are sufficient and imports would 
have devastating consequences. 

 SKM                                व       व                              य    ए; SOPA    

                                                    औ   य                       

                        

 Arun Chauhan, leader of All India Kisan Sabha, said production would decrease by 25% 
compared to last year; U.S. imports causing huge concern. 

          , ऑ                          ,           उ           व               25%    

    ;                    ब                         

 Farmers fear local soybean will not be valued if cheap U.S. soybean is dumped; losses of 
₹300 crore expected, bulk from soybean. 

                                          ब              य         य   य ब                

      ; ₹300                   व,          य ब       

 SKM met District Collectors demanding compensation; a protest in Bhopal on October 27 
planned. 

 SKM                                  व             ;          27           व             

य      

 Kailash Parthani, 35-year trader at Chhawani grain market, buys soybean for processors 
like Patanjali; cultivation and yield down; Bhavantar scheme not helping. 

              ,                     35              ,                         ए   य ब   

         ;      औ      व     ;   व    य                      

 Some farmers store soybean for 3–4 years, expecting price improvement via exports; India 
exports ~2 million tonnes, could go down by 1.8 million tonnes this season. 

             य ब   3–4               ,               उ                    ए;      औ    

~2             य           , इ          य  1.8                             

 Chhawani market handles 2,000–2,500 tonnes per month; best period 1995–2015, with 
6,000 tonnes/month. 

                      2,000–2,500              ;  ब         य 1995–2015,       6,000 

  /                

 Varun, former secretary, noted market fluctuations impacted traders; caused by 
government policies, especially import policy. 

    ,   व     व,                        -              य          व    य ; इ                

       ,  व                    
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 Average trader earns ~₹70,000/month; imports act against traders, farmers, against 
Atmanirbharta. 

 औ          ~₹70,000/            ;  य          औ                              , 

                    

 Manoj Kala, market president, demands that the government ensure MSP and procure a de-
oiled cake of soybean. 

         , ब        ,                     MSP             औ    य ब        -ऑ       

       

 ICAR – Indian Institute of Soybean Research, Director Kunwar Harendra Singh, said the 
soybean area grew from 30,000 hectares in the 1970s to 12 million hectares now. 

 ICAR –                              ,                       ,             य ब       1970 

          30,000           ब     ब 12                   य      

 Decrease in sowing area mainly due to price decline; government increasing MSP, but 
market rates declining; other options like maize in demand. 

 ब व ई                                          ;       MSP           ,       ब            

      ;     व                     

 Soybean is the only plant-based crop with 40% protein; it requires government and industry 
awareness and research for human consumption. 

   य ब      ए     -                    40%         ; इ       व उ          ए       औ  

उ                 औ               व      

 Mahavir Prasad Sharma, colleague, said the institute has an incubation centre for start-ups 
to develop soybean-based food products targeting youngsters. 

                 ,   य   ,                        -                              -

                      व            ,       य व         ए  

 Soybean originally from China; in India previously grown in few States like Himachal 
Pradesh, Uttarakhand, NE States; over 90% used for cattle feed. 

   य ब                  ;                                        ,        ,               

उ  ई        ; 90%                       ए इ               

 No value-added products currently; potential for nutritional powders if industry 
participates. 

 व           ई     -              ; य   उ          ,               ब            व    

 Farmers like Arvind are in touch with scientists to understand latest developments in 
soybean cultivation and processing; ICAR needs to provide good seeds to reduce 
dependence on private suppliers. 

                   व                                          औ             व      व       

       ; ICAR            उ              ए                                          
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Beyond Hyderabad: Smaller cities step into the IT spotlight 

               :           ई                           

Warangal‘s Tier-2 IT Growth 

               -2  ई         

 Every morning, G. Deepa zips through Warangal‟s quiet lanes on 
her scooter — a 10-km ride from her home in TNGO‟s Colony to 
the Madikonda IT SEZ. 

      ब ,   .      व                 य                             — TNGO           

Madikonda IT SEZ    10               य          

 Fifteen minutes later, she is at her desk, having cruised through roads blissfully free of 
gridlock and honking, miles away from Hyderabad‟s chaos yet firmly within Telangana‟s 
growing tech map. 

           ब  , व                          ,                                 औ              

  ,      ब                                       ब                    ब            

 For the 22-year-old B.Tech graduate, working in her hometown isn‟t just convenience, it is 
necessity. 

 22 व  य   .                ए,                        व     व        ब              

 “My parents are not comfortable sending me to Hyderabad or any other city since they are 
concerned about my safety. So I decided to look for job opportunities in Warangal itself,” says 
Deepa, who earns ₹15,000 a month. 

 “         -               ब   य                                         उ                           

इ   ए      व                      व                 य   य ,”             ,    ₹15,000         

          

 Her father works as a driver-cum-office attendant in a chit fund firm and her mother is a 
homemaker. 

 उ         ए                         -  -ऑ                                औ  उ        

           

 The modest start to her career tells a larger story: Warangal, Telangana‟s second-largest 
city, is quietly becoming the face of the State‟s Tier-2 IT revolution. 

 उ       य     य               ए  ब         ब       : व     ,                            

   ,     -                -2  ई                  ब          

 The transformation began at the Madikonda IT SEZ, a 45-acre hub — 35 acres SEZ and 10 
acres non-SEZ — on the outskirts of Kazipet, a suburb of Warangal and 135 kilometres from 
Hyderabad. 

 य     व    Madikonda IT SEZ          ,    ए  45-          — 35 ए   SEZ औ  10 ए   

non-SEZ — व         उ                      औ       ब      135               

 Conceived in 2008, it saw its first 15,000 sq.ft. incubation centre rise in 2015, followed by 
another of equal size in 2017. 

 2008    इ           ब  ई  ई, औ  इ         15,000                        2015    

        , इ    ब   2017                            ब    

 Today, the campus houses firms like Cyient, Quadrant Resource, Ventois Software 
Solutions, Genpact, and Kakatiya IT Solutions, employing nearly 1,000 professionals. 

   , इ           Cyient, Quadrant Resource, Ventois Software Solutions, Genpact, औ  

Kakatiya IT Solutions           य     ,         1,000                             

 Quadrant Resource, with a 50,000-sq.ft. facility, is the second-largest company at 
Madikonda after Cyient. 
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 Quadrant Resource,            50,000            , Madikonda    Cyient    ब         

 ब   ब             

 Hyderabad-based multinational tech company Cyient established offices at the 
government‟s IT incubation centre in 2016 and inaugurated its state-of-the-art development 
centre in January 2020, spread over 60,000 sq.ft. and accommodating up to 600 
engineers. 

                                    Cyient    2016           IT इ   ब                 

        य  औ        2020                          उ         य ,    60,000          

           औ  इ    600                य              

 “We currently have over 200 associates working at our Warangal Development Centre, and 
there is ample scope for further expansion,” says P.N.S.V. Narasimham, president and head 
of Corporate Functions at Cyient. 

 “व               व        व              200                             , औ       व       

 य        व     ,” P.N.S.V.        , Cyient                         ,          

 Government officials say this momentum is part of a deliberate shift, encouraging startups 
and larger firms to expand into Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities. 

               य             य      ए                           ,           औ  ब   

     य          -2 औ      -3           व              ए                  

 Ajmeera Swamy, zonal manager of Telangana State Industrial Infrastructure Corporation, is 
overseeing second-phase IT Tower construction in Khammam. 

            ,              इ     य  इ                                ,                  

   IT                                  

 Across Telangana, eight IT towers — in Warangal (phases I and II), Nalgonda, 
Mahabubnagar, Nizamabad, Karimnagar, Khammam, and Siddipet — are operational, 
hosting 85 companies and over 3,000 professionals. 

            ,  ठ IT      — व      (    I औ  II),        ,   ब ब   ,       ब  ,        ,     

औ          —             ,       85          औ  3,000                               

 These hubs are central to Telangana government‟s plan to spread employment beyond 
Hyderabad, hiring B.Tech graduates and other qualified youth with relevant technical 
skills. 

 य   ब                   य            य   ,                                        ए   , औ  

B.Tech        औ                                                               

 Growth comes with contrasts: some residents send children to Hyderabad for higher pay, 
while others prefer returning for better work-life balance. 

  व        व             :       व         ब                    ए      ब           ,  ब      

          -                 ए                              

 NASSCOM study: over 35% of India‘s new engineering graduates now come from Tier-2 
and Tier-3 cities, with more choosing to stay when local jobs are available. 

 NASSCOM     :         35%                                  ब     -2 औ      -3 

               , औ   ब     य      य   उ                        व                   

 Minister for IT and Industries D. Sridhar Babu: several firms are keen to invest in smaller 
cities, citing HC Robotics‘ ₹500-crore plan promising 2,500 jobs over the next three 
years. 

  ई   औ              .          :  ई      य                                 ए उ      , उ      

HC Robotics    ₹500                   व      य ,                    2,500          

             व             

Policy Framework and Incentives 

            औ         

 The Telangana government‘s proactive policies have been key to attracting IT and ITeS 
firms to regional hubs. 

                                    य  ब    IT औ  ITeS      य                             
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 Companies operating from government-built IT Towers enjoy rent-free facilities for the 
first three years, while land is allotted at concessional rates. 

       -       IT            य         य               व        ए    -                    , औ  

                  व                 

 Firms also benefit from industrial power tariffs and 100% reimbursement of stamp duty 
and registration charges. 

      य   औ                 औ                            100%                

                 

 For those expanding into Tier-II cities, incentives include municipal tax exemptions, 
recruitment subsidies, and dedicated infrastructure support. 

         य       -2           व             , उ      ए                              ,     

     , औ                                  

 Startups, women entrepreneurs, and SC/ST communities receive tailor-made packages 
and fast-track clearances through a single-window system. 

       ,            औ  SC/ST            व          औ       -                      

                         

 Connectivity and digital readiness form the backbone of this strategy, with projects such as 
T-Fiber delivering high-speed broadband access across the State. 

           औ               इ                  ,       T-Fiber         य    ए              

                            

 “Telangana‟s measures have created a business-friendly ecosystem that encourages 
investment and sustains employment creation across regions,” says Sreekant Lanka, Chief 
Strategy Officer of the Department of IT, Electronics and Communications. 

 “                य      ए       -                      ब  य    ,      व                      

औ                             ब  ए        ,”                    , IT, इ         औ         व    

                      

 The State is steering a shift from a Hyderabad-centric model to a more distributed IT 
landscape, with IT Towers, incubation centres, and innovation hubs. 

             -                     IT             ब        ,       IT   व  , इ   ब    

     औ  इ  व     ब           

 Minister D. Sridhar Babu emphasizes growth and opportunities reaching every corner of the 
State, strengthening support for industries in Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities. 

        .                      व    औ   व                          , औ      -2 औ      -3 

         उ                    ब     य    ए  

The Flagship of Decentralised IT 

           IT             

 Once primarily an educational hub, Warangal has evolved into a flagship of Telangana‘s 
decentralised IT growth. 

                   ब,         ब                       IT                   ब   य      

 Recognized as an emerging hub for Global Capability Centres (GCCs), supported by 
skilled talent, proximity to Hyderabad, and affordable real estate. 

                       (GCCs)      ए उ      ब                   ,                 , 

                     औ                              

 Educational institutions like NIT-Warangal supply trained manpower, drive research 
collaborations, and nurture innovation. 

 NIT-                       ए            व                 ,            य          ब     

  , औ   व        ब  व           

 The Ministry of Electronics and IT is implementing the GENESIS (GENNEXT Support for 
Innovative Startups) scheme, funding startups with grants up to ₹10 lakh per year. 

 इ         औ  IT      य GENESIS (GENNEXT Support for Innovative Startups) य     

              ,                      ₹10                        

 Telangana Academy for Skill and Knowledge (TASK) bridges the gap between academia 
and industry, partnering with over 760 engineering and degree colleges. 
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 Telangana Academy for Skill and Knowledge (TASK)         औ  उ       ब           

        , 760                     औ                                        

 TASK offers specialised training in AI, data analytics, cloud computing, cybersecurity, 
workplace readiness, and soft skills; trained over 9.8 lakh students and 18,650 faculty, 
facilitating 35,000+ job placements. 

 TASK AI,              ,              ,           ,   य          औ             

 व                      ; 9.8           औ  18,650                   य , औ  35,000+ 

               व            

 Salaries for fresh graduates in Tier-2 cities: ₹13,000 to ₹20,000 per month; lower than 
Hyderabad but higher retention due to shorter commutes, lower living costs, and better 
work-life balance. 

     -2                             : ₹13,000    ₹20,000        ;      ब                    

                 य      ,   व  य               औ  ब       य -  व             

 Challenges persist: In Karimnagar, IT Tower inaugurated in July 2020, nearly half of 81,000 
sq.ft. remains unoccupied; only 220 of 550 seats in use. 

           ब    ई   :           , IT   व      ई 2020    उ          ,          81,000      

           ; 550            220      उ य          

 Reasons for underutilisation: post-pandemic slowdown, operational factors, maintenance 
issues, staff attrition. 

                :            ब       ,          ब        ,      व     ,                 

 Local employees view IT Towers as transformative; allowing careers while staying close to 
families. 

     य         IT   व                          ; य                        ए    य  ब        

                

 Lifestyle advantages include short commute and peaceful environment, improving 
productivity. 

   व                          औ                       ,            ब         

 In Khammam, first phase of IT Hub inaugurated December 2020 reached full occupancy; 
second phase 55,000 sq.ft. under construction. 

       ,          IT                      2020      , औ                    य ;       

    55,000                         

 The second phase should be expedited to create an ecosystem for startups and 
employment, says Ch. Ramesh, Democratic Youth Federation of India district president. 

                             य           ए             औ              ए                

ब  य        ,         Ch. Ramesh,           य              इ   य            

Preparing for AI Era 

   ई               

 The next phase of Telangana‘s IT expansion will be shaped by artificial intelligence (AI) 
and automation, poised to reshape service delivery and operational efficiency across 
sectors. 

             IT                                 (AI) औ  ऑ                   ,        

           व   व    औ                  ब     व        

 To prepare for this shift, the State has rolled out a range of future-oriented initiatives. 

 इ  ब   व      य         ए,            -               ए                    

 Young India Skills University, established under public-private partnership, offers 
industry-aligned training to rural and semi-urban youth. 

                          ,         -                          ,       औ     -     

य व           -                          

 The government is setting up an AI University to equip professionals with advanced 
expertise in AI and emerging technologies. 

       ए  AI                           ,        व       AI औ                   उ   

 व                     
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 The State is fostering ‗AI readiness‘ within government departments, training officers in data 
analytics, AI fundamentals, and agile project development. 

             व         ‗AI      ‘    ब  व           ,        य                   , AI         , 

औ                                            

 Collaborations with global institutions, including Australia‘s Deakin University, aim to 
strengthen research, innovation, and entrepreneurship in cutting-edge fields. 

 व                      य  ,      ऑ           Deakin University,    उ            ,        

औ                         

 Sreekant Lanka emphasizes skilling as a top priority, noting that initiatives such as TASK, 
Young India Skills University, and the upcoming AI University equip youth in smaller 
cities to participate in emerging industries. 

                      व                     ब  य , औ         TASK,                

           औ        AI                                   य व       उ     उ                     

  ए   य            

 Utilisation of IT infrastructure remains uneven despite steady progress; several towers 
operate below capacity, highlighting need for stronger post-inauguration strategies. 

 IT             उ य                  ब व            ;  ई   व                            , 

                                         व     उ              

 Telangana‟s decentralised IT model aligns with the national push for technology-driven 
growth, creating a self-sustaining IT network across smaller cities. 

                       IT                  -                              ,                  

   -         IT        ब           

 Challenges such as underutilisation and workforce migration persist, but confidence in 
Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities is rising. 

         औ                         य   ब    ई   ,           -2 औ      -3           व    

ब          

 Each IT Tower, developed at costs ranging from ₹25 crore to ₹45 crore, accommodates 500 
to 1,000 employees. 

      IT   व ,            ₹25         ₹45         ब     ,    500    1,000                  

 A G+4 IT tower is coming up at Battisavargon village, Adilabad district, spread over three 
acres with a built-up area of 68,000 sq.ft., costing ₹58 crore, expected to be completed in 
three months. 

 G+4 IT                      ,                  ब        ,                       , 68,000 

                    औ  ₹58                 ,                                 उ        

 This tower will bring high-quality jobs and digital infrastructure to one of Telangana‟s 
more distant towns. 

 य    व              ए                                      औ                    ए    

Wider Strategy and National Context 

             औ               

 Telangana‟s efforts mirror a broader national trend of IT decentralisation. 

              य   IT                        य                    

 A joint report by Nasscom and Deloitte India notes the tech sector has expanded from 
seven major hubs — Delhi, Bengaluru, Chennai, Hyderabad, Kolkata, Mumbai, Pune — to 
26 smaller cities, including Warangal. 

 Nasscom औ  Deloitte India      य                   ,                        —     , 

ब     ,    ई,      ब  ,        ,    बई,      —    ब    26                    य    ,       व      

          

 Telangana aims higher than the conventional Tier-2 model, planning to extend IT 
infrastructure into towns such as Adilabad, Ramagundam, and Wanaparthy. 

                     य -2                       , औ  IT  व                  ,           औ  

                        व              य     ब           
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 Nasscom-Deloitte report studying 19 companies highlights main hurdles in Tier-2 locations: 

 19               य       व    Nasscom-Deloitte             य -2              ब         

उ       य : 

o Limited exposure and unsatisfactory English communication skills among 
candidates. 

 उ   व                  व औ                               

o Limited access to diverse skill sets. 

                               

o Fewer opportunities for career growth, leading to employee migration. 

                     व  ,                  य           

o Shortage of talent in mid-level and senior-level leadership. 

    औ                                    

 To address these gaps, Telangana government signed an MoU with ITServe Alliance, a US-
based IT industry association, in December last year. 

 इ                            ए,                   ITServe Alliance (य ए      IT उ       )    

             ऑ             (MoU)                       इ    य   

 The partnership aims to generate 30,000 IT jobs across Tier-II and Tier-III cities, while 
promoting IT and related industries in towns like Mahbubnagar, Warangal, Karimnagar, 
Khammam, and Nizamabad. 

 इ              उ        -2 औ      -3          30,000 IT          उ          , औ  

        ,       ,        ,     औ                          IT औ    ब     उ         ब  व  
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RBI may limit banks‘ market exposure 

      ई                                          

 The regulator has proposed that the total direct exposure to capital 
markets and acquisition financing be capped at 20% of their tier-1 
capital. 

   य          व   य                    औ                        

             उ        -1          20%                    

 India‟s central bank on Friday proposed limits to banks‟ lending 
against stocks, bonds in capital markets, and for corporate 
acquisitions to ensure that lenders keep such businesses in check. 

                                ब                             ,                औ          

              ऋ                           ,      उ                    व  य        य       

            

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) issued a draft circular proposing that banks‟ total direct 
exposure to capital markets and acquisition financing be capped at 20% of their tier-1 
capital, weeks after it said it would ease restrictions on funding mergers and acquisitions. 

                  (     ई)    ए                     य           व   य   य     ब        

            औ                                  उ        -1          20%          

  ,          ब    ब   ब  ई              व       औ                                

          

 Earlier this month, the regulator allowed banks to fund acquisitions and raised the cap on 
loans for buying shares at initial public offerings (IPOs), as part of a raft of measures to 
boost bank lending in the world‟s fifth-largest economy. 

 इ                   ,   य       ब                                         औ          

               ( ई   )                       ऋ             ई,        य                  

                   ऋ                              

 It had also permitted unfettered bank lending against listed debt securities, and raised 
the limit for lending against equity shares from ₹2 million to ₹20 million. 

 इ           ऋ                                ऋ                          औ        

               ऋ          ₹2                 ₹20                  

 The RBI on Friday proposed that banks‟ aggregate capital market exposure, including 
direct as well as indirect exposure through funds and guarantees, among others, should 
not exceed 40% of their tier-1 capital, and the exposure towards acquisition finance 
shall not exceed 10%. 

      ई                 व   य     ब                             ,           औ  

           (    औ                   )         , उ        -1          40%              

          , औ                          10%                          

 Tier-1 capital, the highest-quality capital of a bank, includes equity, retained earnings, 
and certain instruments that can absorb losses. 

     -1      ,    ब                                    ,         ,          औ          

                                                

 The changes allow domestic banks to lend for acquisitions by Indian corporates, a 
segment so far cornered by foreign lenders and credit funds. 

 य     व                                                         ऋ                        ,    

 ब                      औ                                   

 In its proposed rules for acquisition finance, the RBI said that banks may finance a 
maximum of 70% of the deal value, with at least 30% to be funded by the acquiring 
company. 

                     ए          व    य      ,      ई           ब                  

       70%     व                 ,                30%                             

                     

 It said that commercial banks can offer acquisition finance only to listed entities that 
have a satisfactory net worth and have been profitable for the last three years, adding 
that the loan should be fully secured by the shares of the target company. 
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 इ                         व  उ                                                  

                          औ                                     ,        य            

ऋ                                                    

NBFCs‘ risk-weight 

    -                      (NBFCs)              

 Separately, it proposed revised risk-weight guidelines for non-banking financial 
companies‘ infrastructure loans, a move that could lower capital requirements for 
lenders financing established projects. 

 इ          , इ       -                      (        )                   ऋ           

                                व    ए,                                           

                                                   

 

 

 

 

 ‗Future of enterprise will be transformed and led by AI‘ 

 ‗                ई               औ              ‘ 

 AI will transform work and enterprise at workplaces over the 
coming years, as there are huge customer benefits embedded in 
AI systems, particularly via single entry AI interfaces to all 
solutions, senior leaders of SAP said. 

     व    व        ई          औ             य            व     

     ,         ई                                           , 

 व                                         ई            

       ,                                  

 Thomas P•ester, Head of Global Customer Engagement & Services, SAP, told The Hindu, 
on the sidelines of the SAP Connect conference in Las Vegas earlier this month: “What we 
need to look at is in terms of customer benefits where AI-driven suites become the 
competitive differentiators that increase efficiency and productivity.” 
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          ,                                             ,    इ                    

                                                     : “    य            ए                

           ई-                                ब                  औ          ब        ” 

 He added that globally, SAP‟s customers have shown a sense of urgency to embark on new 
technology, and have realised the need for transformation. 

 उ      य                        ,                ई                   ए              

                  औ  उ                                   य      

 In India, for example, he explained, the Tatas and Reliance group are changing business 
models, either due to internal or external factors such consumer demand, sustainability, or 
cost pressures, and they need IT systems that support this transformation. 

 उ      ब  य            , उ               ,      औ                                  ब   

      , य                                            ,      , य                     , औ  

उ        ई            व           इ     व                  

Breaking barriers 

                 

 Since it is based on natural language, the benefit is that it breaks down the barriers between 
end users and numerous applications with a single entry point. 

       य                           , इ        य        य                    औ       

             ब                                                       

 Mohammed Alam, member of the Executive Board of SAP SE, explained it with an analogy 
during one of the keynote sessions during SAP Connect: 

            ,         ई                        ,                               

      इ   ए                य : 

 “Look at the modern phone; what were disparate things [camera, torch, gps, step calculator] 
are now all connected seamlessly into one experience, creating unmatched value. The world 
of business applications is no di�erent.” 

 “                  ;                 -        [     ,     ,     ए ,              ],  ब     

                              ई   ,                  उ                             

             इ                ” 

Learning curve 

                

 There will indeed be a learning curve for any organisation, but the goal is to make the curve 
as small as possible. 

            ठ       ए व  व    ए                     ,       उ    इ                ब     

    

 In future, Ted Way, VP and Chief Product O•cer, SAP Business AI Product Engineering, 
added: “I think there‟s definitely an opportunity to be able to ground the AI in the specifics of, 
say, your history, of your preferences, for example, and customise it in that sense.” 

   व    ,       ,      औ                  ,                ई                 ,    

   : “                            ए   व           ई                              , 

                             य         ” 

 Mr. Way said, at SAP, using AI has been more of a continuum, and is a constant back and 
forth between customers and the tech team. 

   .                      ,   ई                                 औ  य         औ  

              ब                    

 “ As the central business AI unit, my team listens to our stakeholders, our lines of business, 
and internal stakeholders, who then listen to their customers, and transmit the requirements 
back to us… We‟re going to work with our customers to continue to help bring end users 
along so that they can get the best out of the AI that we have.” 

 “                 ई    ई         ,                   ,               औ         

                     ,                            औ                               …    
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                                                               ई                    

    ” 

 As far as data security goes, Mr. P•ester says SAP ensures that all required global standards 
are being followed. 

                       ,   .                                                        

                 य             

 Mr. Way chimed in: “There is a minimum requirement for data privacy, then some businesses 
might have more custom safety models built in.” 

   .           : “                   ए ए                      ,          व  य           

                  ब  ए            ” 

 Teams for safety 

                   

 “We have entire teams dedicated to compliance and privacy and safety, and that plus AI 
ethics, and responsible AI. It‟s not like sprinkles on a cake, it‟s a core ingredient to everything 
that we build.” 

 “                 ,          औ             ए                    , औ           ई         

औ            ई        य                 व                , ब   य                     

                      ” 

 Mr. P•ester pointed out the way data is being accessed changed, essentially reducing classic 
security issues. 

   .         ब  य                             ब    ए   ,                                

     ई     

 (The writer was at Las V egas at the invitation of SAP) 

 (                                       ) 

 As far as data security goes, Mr. P•ester says SAP ensures that all required global 
standards are being followed. 

                         ब     ,                         य                          व   

                       य             

 Mr. Way chimed in: “There is a minimum requirement for data privacy, then some 
businesses might have more custom safety models built in.” 

              : “                                         , औ       व  य           

               ब  ए            ” 

Teams for safety 

                   

 “We have entire teams dedicated to compliance and privacy and safety, and that plus AI 
ethics, and responsible AI. It‟s not like sprinkles on a cake, it‟s a core ingredient to 
everything that we build.” 

 “                 ,          औ                                  , औ  इ          ई 

        औ            ई        य                 व                , ब   य             

                            ” 

 Mr. P•ester pointed out the way data is being accessed changed, essentially reducing 
classic security issues. 

            ब  य                                        य    ,                      

               ई     
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